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Management Committee 2013 

Commodore Hart Peters 0417 674 687 hartmut.peters@bigpond.com 

Vice Commodore Derek Tracey 0414 501 133 derek@bravo.net.au 

Treasurer Phillip Sparkes 0414 223 654 pwsparkes@bigpond.com 

Secretary Hazel Cooper  0408 435 432 hazelcooper@bigpond.com 

Committee Ray Parker 0409 828 104  

 Kevin Newman 

Rick Berry 

0417 648 692 

0414 896 203 

gayleneandkevin@bigpond.com 

rickberry@bigpond.com 

Non-Executive Responsibilities 

Race Organiser 

Race Handicapper 

Timekeeper          

Arnold Broekman 

Ralph Penn 

Leanne Tracey 

4973 3811 

0429 431905 

0414 501 987  

jobroekman@yahoo.com 

rjpenn@bigpond.com 

Social Committee Hans & Anita Heck 4973 5519 heckresort@gmail.com 

Cruising Coordinator Neville Heap 0400 352 905 nevjudy@bigpond.com 

Membership Phillip Sparkes 0414 223 654 pwsparkes@bigpond.com 

Newsletter Editor       Hart Peters 0417 674 687 hartmut.peters@bigpond.com 

Association Key Contact Details 

Mail PO Box 210, BOOLAROO NSW 2284 

Web www.trailersailer.org 

Payment Details To Treasurer, Phillip Sparkes 

Or Direct Deposit to BSB 650000 - Account No. 962889402 – Account Name NHTYA – 

Please use your name in the reference 

General Meeting Notice 

Notice is hereby given of a General Meeting of the Newcastle and Hunter Trailer Yacht Association to be held on  

Tuesday 18th February 2014 at Club Macquarie. 

Deadline for content for the next Newsletter: 1 February 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commodore’s Report 
Hi all and welcome to the December - January edition of Catalina Fleet News.  

Well, it has been an exciting season with challenging weather conditions, bushfires, strong winds and high 

temperatures. We have also had quite a few new members join our club and hope they are settling in. I will be 

encouraging those members now to join in more of our activities, And remember, if you have any questions or 

concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

 

Dougie has sent me an interesting report on his recent cruise on the Clarence River. I will be publishing it in the next 

edition of the Newsletter. A Special General Meeting will be held before the start of next February’s Club Meeting. 

For details, see Deck Notes in this newsletter. 

 

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to you all, for being a part of the club, and especially to the committee for all 

their commitment through the year. They have made my job as Commodore so much easier. 

 

Finally, for those travelling up to the Myalls for New Year, I look forward to catching up with you and having a 

relaxing few days.  For all the members, a safe and Happy Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year! 
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THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD AT CLUB MACQUARIE 

On Tuesday 19
th

 November 2013 

Opened at 1950hours 

Chairman: Hart 

Apologies: Ralph Penn, John Ferguson, Neil & Yvonne Newton, Arnold & Jo. 

Attendance: As per Attendance Book 

15/10/2013: The Minutes of the General Meeting held at Club Macquarie on 15/10/13 (as printed in the 

November Newsletter) be adopted> 

Proposed: Derek 

Second:    Dougie 

Correspondence:  

    °  Inwards:  Newcastle Permanent Statement for October 2013 

                       Letter from Pat Conroy MP for Charlton 

                       Sonata Notes 

                       Goolwa Regatta Week 18-26 January 2014 

                       Bilgewater 

                       Sails Magazine 

                       e-mail from Catalina Festival thanking NHTYA for being in the Festival 

    °  Outwards: Nil 

Treasurer: 
    °  October 2013   Income:          $1,075.20 

                                 Expenditure:     $136.20 

                                 Balance:         $3,858.68 

                                 ING: Interest         12.06     

                                 ING Balance  $5,174.00    

Moved: Phil 

Seconded: Dougie 

Racing Organiser: 

   °  7
th
 & 8

th
 Races on 23 and 24

th
 November 

Cruising  Organiser: 

   °   Myall Lakes for New Year 2013 

        Dougie will arrange the cruise on Hawksbury in March 2014 

Aquatic Services: 

   °   Derek will  attend the meeting on 20
th
 November 

General Business: 
   °  Phil speaking about NSW Yachting. The NSW Yachting want every members to pay $45.00 each year to 

belong.  Phil says NSW Yachting  haven’t given us any help for trailer sailers.  35 members have paid for yachts. 

Christmas Party at  Styles Point on Saturday 7
th
 December. 

Will send letter to  thank Len Grant who allowed us to use his venue for our BBQ and us to enjoy is film at his 

outside cinema. 

Meet finished at 2010hours 

 

 
 

The BBQ before the meeting and the “BIG SCREEN” at the Stockrington Movie Centre. 
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BLUE MOON’S RACE 7 

Arnold set a passage course around Pulbah to starboard then the mark just short of Sunken Rock cardinal mark to 

starboard then home. 

We decided to hoist the Genoa as Blue Moon does not like going downhill without it. The start was uneventful and 

on time.   

We had open space and headed towards Coon Island (that place I can never find). We had good boat speed and 

nobody ahead of us to gauge our progress with. Our only challenge was to work out when we could clear the eastern 

Wangi Point cardinal marker without changing course. 

After passing Wangi Point some other bigger yachts (from another club) loomed up behind us and showed off their 

superior $’s and boat speed by passing us and headed towards Gwandalan somewhere. 

We stuck to our course and were just able to squeeze pass the eastern tip of Pulbah. 

The wind started to pick up as we headed towards the racing mark near sunken rock. After we rounded the mark we 

were over powered with the Genoa up and John obligingly and skilfully changed to our smaller jib. In doing this we 

lost a lot of our lead and Farr Haven caught up with a smug smile on its bow. Binnaway, Oranje, and True North 

also joined the fun.  

Perseverance is a good thing if you can harness it. I wish I had it as sure enough the moment we downsized the sail 

the wind dropped off leaving lots of holes between Pulbah and Wangi. The fleet stuck closer to the northern side of 

Pulbah; we cut our losses and changed back to our Genoa and headed towards Wangi. This turned out to be a good 

move as we regained lost time and made a race of it to Wangi Point between Orange and Binnaway. We had a 

tacking duel between Blue Moon and Oranje and Oranje got on top of us just before Wangi Point. Meanwhile 

Binnaway pulled off an incredible pointing feat by hugging the Wangi peninsula and just squeezing past the cardinal 

marker before us. 

After Wangi, True North appeared from nowhere to be part of the chase home to the finish. 

Oranje fired up her after-burner and sped off on a wide northerly arc towards Coal Point and the finish line. True 

North with great boat speed edged away from us on a more direct path to the finish line behind Oranje.  

Blue Moon stayed lower than Binnaway and matched her speed. We stayed on equal terms until a slight wind swift 

which stopped us clearing the point at Rathmines. After putting in two tacks we followed Binnaway over the finish 

line 51 seconds later. 

After two headsail changes we were surprised to get 1
st
 place. How sweet the handicap system is for all of us. 

Regards to All, 

Blue Moon Crew 

 

 

RACE 8 SPRING SERIES REPORT 

 

With 10 Boats in the Race, we had a good S.W. Bay course which we could not remember doing before 

Boats participating were, Blue Moon, Farr Haven, Sail Away, Binnaway, Fathers Toy, Wanderer11, True North, 

Oranje, Big Weta, Coconut Duck.   

With a good breeze from the east to south east, we had a great sail to Marks Point which was mostly on one tack.   

Blue Moon led the way followed by Farr Haven, Binnaway, Sail Away, and the rest of the fleet changing places 

along the way.  From Marks Point we sailed to Coon Island where we were entertained by some passing Dolphins.  

Farr Haven pulled out of the race at this stage as they were going up to the Myall Lakes for a week.  On the way to 

Carey Bay  more boats changed  places.  Stan on Blue Moon was still up front along with Oranji, Big Weta and 

Binnaway.  On the way to Carey Bay, Sail Away was still ahead of Wanderer and we managed to pass Fathers Toy.  

True North passed Wanderer also.  We had a very brisk sail as the breeze picked up on the way to the slips.  We 

somehow managed to pass very closely at the slips marker with Sail Away.  There was some confusion when Sail 

Away sneaked up on us, however we managed to get ahead on the way to the Fishing Point marker.  Fathers Toy 

managed to get ahead of us and it made a thrilling contest.  We went over the finish line with a very narrow margin 

after Fathers Toy and we managed to stay ahead of Sail Away. We were very pleasantly surprised to find that we 

came First on handicap.  It must have been our turn as we have not achieved that for a while.   Over the weekend we 

had a couple of Boom accidents.  Barry got boomed on Saturday and also lost a tooth and Kathy was boomed at the 

end of the race on Sunday.  Kathy was not looking well when we left and we hope that both will recover well and be 

back for more fun racing.   After a soggy race on Saturday, Sunday turned out to be a fantastic sail. 

 

Neville & Judy,  “Wanderer 11” 
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Hans’ Tips 
ON RUDDER BALANCE AND HOW HEAVY IS YOUR TILLER 

 

Do you need two hands to hold your tiller when the wind gets up and your boat starts to heal? If so the solution to 
a lighter tiller may be quite simple. Don’t confuse the heaviness of your tiller with weather helm. You can tell 

whether your tiller is heavy by just making rapid changes of direction when you are motoring. This test completely 

separates the weather helm issue. 
The “weight” of the tiller can be reduced by balancing your rudder. A rudder is considered to have some balance if 

some of the rudder area is in front of the pintle hinge line. If you have too much in front then the rudder will not 
have any feel which is not good. For a constant chord rudder the neutral point is when there is 25% of rudder in 

front of the hinge. 

If you have a swing rudder more rudder balance can be obtained by allowing the rudder to swing more to the front 
when it is fully down. Our first trailer sailer was a Farr 6000 which had a heavy tiller. It seems standard practice to 

cut some of the top of the rudder away at the bottom of the rudder box to allow it to swing forward more. 
If you have a blade rudder the solution may not be as simple. Our Austral Clubman 8 had a blade rudder which had 

no balance at all and it was unacceptably heavy as standard. The previous owner had made a wooden wedge which 

he put in the top of the rudder box to swing the rudder more to the front. This was easily done as the rear of the 
rudder box was open. This simple wedge made all the difference between unacceptably heavy to just the right feel. 

Our newly acquired boat the GEM550 has a blade rudder which had very little balance and hence the tiller was very 
heavy despite it being a small boat. In this case the rear of the rudder was not open so there was no simple wedge 

solution so I lengthened the top pintle bearing mount to give more balance. As I had some experience with our 
Clubman I put approximately the same balance on the GEM rudder and we tested it recently and the tiller had feel 

but was also light.  

I have taken some pictures of the before and after balance lines of the GEM rudder and also how I lengthened the 
pintle bearing point. It is important to note that you have to move the rudder in relation to the pintle hinge line. Just 

moving the hinge line does not balance the rudder it only changes the angle it sit at. 

 

 

THE COOKING CORNER 
Recipes 

 

                                                                                                             
 

Steamed Fruit Pudding 

(Eggless) 

 

Place in a bowl:- 

1 ½ Cups Plain Flour 

1 ½2 Tablespoons Sugar 

1 ½ Teaspoons Mixed Spice 

 

Place in a Saucepan 

6 oz Margarine 

1 ½ Cups Milk 

 

Bring to Boil – Then add:- 

1 ½ Tablespoons Vinegar 

1 ½ Teaspoons Bi Carb of Soda 

 

This mixture rises rapidly, so hold over bowl 

Add to dry ingredients. 

Steam for 2 hrs 
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If you see a fat man 
 

Who's jolly and cute,  
  

Wearing a beard and a red  
flannel suit,  

  
 And if he is chuckling and  

laughing away,  
     

While flying around in a  
miniature sleigh,  

   
With eight tiny reindeer to pull  

him along,  
  

Then let's face it...  
   

  

 
   
  

You're Pissed!  

 

  6. 



NHTYA Catalina Fleet News – December 2013 – January 2014 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

7. 

 

 



NHTYA Catalina Fleet News – December 2013 – January 2014 

 

 
 

Dear Santa, 

I don't want much for Christmas, I just want the person 

reading this to be happy ... 

Friends are the fruit cake of life - some nutty, some soaked 

in alcohol, some sweet - but mix them together and they're 

my friends. 

Love ya. 

Send this to all your fruit cakes. 
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To all members 
               Please consider contributing to your Catalina Fleet News.  

Any articles, tips, stories, recipes, tall tales, jokes will be considered for inclusion in our Newsletter. 
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DECKNOTES  

 

 

 

 

New Year  2013-2014 
                                             

 
With such a good turn out last year we have again decided to be at Shelley’s Beach in 
the day picnic area. We will have a camp fire and gazebo’s for shelter just in case. 
 
Time -  31/12/2013 at 7pm [eat at 7.30] 

 
Bring - Your evening meal can be brought ashore and partaken in company of all 
 Bring your own meat (BBQ over the camp fire)  

And something that can be shared to complement the meal [salad or sweets] 
  Drinks and nibbles to last the night out  

Chairs, table, torch, etc. 
 

Being in a National Park if everyone could bring a bag of fire wood for the camp fire it would 
really helpful  

 
Location -        northern end of Shelley’s Beach or if a southerly kicks in head for “Tickerabit” 
   

Courtesy contact - Judy or Nev   0400 352905 
 

 

Myall Lakes 
 
 

 
 

 

************************************************************************************* 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
A Special General will be held on 18

th
 February at Club Macquarie, before the General Meeting to discuss and vote 

on introducing Spinnakers into our Club Racing Calendar. The Spinnaker Committee have produced a proposal 

which is attached to this Newsletter for your consideration as well as a Voting Form and Proxy Form. 

 

No other business will be discussed at this Special General Meeting. 

 

The monthly Club Meeting will start immediately after. 

 

************************************************************************************* 
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Wallis Lakes Cruise 

22/23 February 2014 
 

Set at the entrance to the magnificent Wallis Lake on either side of the Wallamba River is Forster/Tuncurry. The 

lake itself is 25km long and 9km wide with many 

picnic areas and water access points scattered 

around its shores. Wallis Lake is fed by four 

rivers, the Wallamba, Wallingat, Coolongolook 

and Wang Wauk and is a haven for fishing, 

boating, canoeing and waterskiing. 

Waterways have a very good map that covers the 

area and is well worth having, its Map 6B 

 

Again this year we will be doing something a little different and will be starting at the usual half way point and over 

night at the old starting point. 

 

Launching is only 3 minutes or 1.2 km off the highway at Coolongolook  (no need to travel along the Buckets Way).  

For those not sure where that is, it is about 20 minutes past Bulahdelah where the speed limit drops down to 80km 

and there is a servo on the right hand side (just for those that drive big thirsty V8 Landcruisers). The street beside 

that servo is Midge St, turn down that and when you get to the river, turn left and follow on to the ramp (ramp is 

single and fair to good condition) . 

 

For those who anticipate arriving Friday, there is a camping /picnic area about 500 metres down the river on the 

right hand side. 

 

Departure from the ramp will be approx. 10:00 am Saturday 

 

This waterway has some top swimming spots and plenty of great picnic areas, and yes we will find them.  

 

Saturday overnight should be on the jetty at Pacific Palms Recreational Club (wind permitting) and the Club offers 

indoor and outdoor eating from their Bistro for those wishing to dine out. 

 

Pacific Palms Recreational Club - Our Bistro is open for dinner daily from 6:00pm until 8:00pm, where you can 

get great meals that won't break the family budget. We specialise in seafood, steak, chicken, and kids meals, but we 

also have vegetarian options available, as well as light snack options. You can enjoy your meal in our dining area, 

or eat out on our deck overlooking the lake. 

 

There is only 1 bridge and we will avoid that, there are also power lines in places which we can avoid where 

necessary. 

Sunday afternoon, retrieval at Coolongalook ramp unless you are luckily enough to spend more time on this unique 

waterway. 

Come along, explore another beautiful lake to add to your favourites list.  

Please ring and let us know if you plan on attending (in case things change) 

 

Phillip & Kim  - 0414 223654 

Sail Away 
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Whitsunday Islands 
Extended Cruise 2014 

 

We (Kim and Phill) are looking to head up to the 
Whitsundays late August and into September 2014 (exact 

dates not yet set)  
 
This invitation is going out to all members that would like to join in and 
visit one of the “4 Wonders of the Sailing World”  (according to Phillip)  
 
Surely you would have heard and dreamt of some of these places, Hook 
Passage, Whitehaven Beach, Hamilton Island,  Gulnare Inlet, Butterfly Bay, 
Hill Inlet, Daydream Island, Nara Inlet, Stonehaven, Long Island, bla bla bla 
the list is endless. 
 
At this time we would be looking at taking approximately 
30 days including travelling so book your holidays and 
come along.  
 
If you are interested let us 
know 
Phillip and Kim 
0414 223654  
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Boats for Sale 
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FARR 6000  $17950 

Contact Hart for more information 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Adams 21  T/S Adamant 
your chance to own the only pop top version of 
this Trailer Sailer 
8 hp Yamaha O/B 2 head sails spinnaker Auto 
Helm  many extras 
priced to sell $15000  contact  
Graeme 0249190040 Mob0419322324 

 

 
 

 

FARRCICAL – Farr 740 Sport 

$20,000 

The Fast Farr. First of the 740 Sport’s to come to Australia. This boat is not a cruiser, being purpose built for racing 

with the ability to do weekenders when required. Unlike other Farr’s it does not have a skeg, making the boat able to 

get right up to the beach. Comes with two sets of sails, one for racing, and the other set for cruising. The mast is 18 

months old and is very adjustable. Variable forestay and backstay. Whilst this boat is very fast, it is also very stable 

and easy to drive. The motor is a 2010 Suzuki 6hp 4 Stroke with internal / external fuel tank. An electric winch raises 

and lowers the daggerboard. All working winches have been recently serviced. The V berth is surprisingly 

comfortable and has the porta-potti on the starboard side. There are a number of dry storage areas and an icebox next 

to the galley. 2 Burner Metho stove and sink. LED lights throughout. It has a small sliding poptop. Electronics: VHF 

DSC transceiver, AM/FM/CD/USB marine player, with good marine speakers. The boat has been wired to 

accommodate twin batteries when required (comes with one battery). LED Navigation lights. All safety equipment 

supplied and in date. The trailer has been rewired with LED Lights, and a light bar. A removable electric winch 

brings the boat onto the trailer. All tires have been recently replaced, with brakes and wheel bearing receiving also 

replaced. New spare tire and rim on winch post. 10 months Victorian registration on Boat and trailer.  

 

Contact Brian Harrison on:- 0421 979 452 or email:- brianharrison27@bigpond.com 
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FOR SALE 

 

 
 

Cherry Blossom – For Sale 

For Sale 16ft Stitch & Glue Plywood Trailer Sailer. 

Similar to a Hartley 16 but lighter in construction & not as much sail. Also with a LOT more room in the cabin. 

Perfect boat to learn to sail in, with the kids. Great little boat very stable & seaworthy. 

Comes with an 8hp Tohatsu Longshaft outboard, two stroke, good condition. 

Fully rigged with 1 main & two jibs, one large one, very new. Easy to rig /de rig single handed. 

Trailer is in good condition, not registered but if you’re interested in buying the boat, let’s talk. 

Boat on Trailer is very light & will tow easily behind 4 cylinder car, likely less than 750kg total. 

Can sleep adults in two Quarter berths & two kids in Vee Berth, or store lots of camping gear, depending on what you prefer. 

Includes two anchors, boom tent, jib pole, oars, life jackets & Plastic Tarpaulin to cover boat whilst not in use. 

Price negotiable Asking $3000. 

For more information Please contact Tom Howell: 

Email : tom.howell@bigpond.com 

Ph 0417 858 128 
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For all your pool supplies, service and installation. 

Contact:- Gaylene and Kevin on 

Phone: 4951 1570 

Or call in at:- 
Unit 3/13 Carbine Close 
MARYLAND NSW 2287 

NHTYA Program 2013 - 2014 

Date Activity Location  Contact and Phone  Pt 

Wednesd 25 December  Christmas Day    

Tuesday 31-1 December Cruise New Year’s Eve Myall Lakes Neville and Judy Heap 

0400 352 905 

2 

2014    2014    

Sat-Sun 18-19 January Invitation 

Race 

Manning River Marath Taree   

Sat-Sun 25-26 January Cruise Australia Day Lake Macquarie  2 

Sat-Sun 8-9 February Race               1 and 2 Styles Point Arnold Broekman 4973 3811  2 

Tuesday 18 February Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper    4975 1793  

Sat-Sun 22-23 February Cruise  Wallis Lakes Phil and Kim 0414223654 2 

Sat-Sun 8-9 March Race 3 and 4 Styles Point Arnold Broekman 4973 3811 2 

Tuesday 18 March Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper    4975 1793  

Sat-Sun 22-23 March Cruise    2 

Sat-Sun 12-13 April Race 5 and 6 F Jetty Arnold Broekman 4973 3811  2 

Fri-Mon 18-21 April Cruise Easter Weekend Myall Lakes Neville and Judy  4332 3529 2 

Tuesday 15 April Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper   4975 1793  

Friday 25 April Anzac Day     

Sat-Sun 26-27 April Cruise Anzac Day Lake Macquarie  2 

Sun 10 May   Mothers Day    

Sat-Sun 17-18 May Race 7 and 8 F–Jetty Arnold Broekman 4973 3811  2 

Tuesday 20 May Meeting AGM Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper    4975 1793  

Sat-Sun 24-25 May Cruise    2 

Sat-Mon 7-8 June Cruise Queen’s Birthday   2 

Tuesday 17 June Meeting   Hazel Cooper     4975 1793  

Sat 21 June  Presentation Night TBA Hazel Cooper     4975 1793  

Tuesday 15 July Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper     4975 1793  

Saturday 19 July  Xmas in July   2 

Sat-Sun 9-10 August Cruise    2 

Tuesday      19 August Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper    4975 1793  

Sat-Sun 23-24 August Race          1 and 2 F-Jetty Arnold Broekman 4973 3811  2 

Sunday 6-7 September Cruise Father’s Day Newcastle Harbour Hart Peters       0417 674 687 2 

Tuesday 16 September Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper    4975 1793  

Sat-Mon 27-28 September Race 3 and 4 F Jetty Arnold Broekman 4973 3811 2 

Sat-Sun 4-5 October Cruise 3 and 6 Hour Race F Jetty  2 

Mon 6 October Cruise Labour Day Club Macquarie   

Sun-Fri 12-17 October Invitation 

Race 

Clarence River Classic  Doug Stanfield  

Tuesday 21 October Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper    4975 1793  

Sat-Sun 25-26 October Race 5 and 6 Styles Point Arnold Broekman  4973 3811 2 

Sat-Sin 2-3 November Cruise    2 

Tuesday 18 November Meeting  Club Macquarie Hazel Cooper     4975 1793  

Sat-Sun 22-23 November Race  7 and 8 Styles Point Arnold Broekman 4973 3811  2 

Sat 7 December  Xmas Party    

Thursday 25 December  Christmas Day    

Wednesd 31 December Cruise New Year’s Eve Myall Lakes  2 

 

These dates can change! So please check your Newsletter closer to the activity. 
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